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Full name: University of the West of England  

Short name: UWE Bristol 

Location: Bristol, Southwest England, United Kingdom. 120 miles (193 km) west of London. 

Students: 38,000 (including 9,500 International students) 

Contact: Global Mobility Team: Studyabroad@uwe.ac.uk 

 

3 Campuses: 

Frenchay Campus  

Bristol Business School; Bristol Law School; School of Architecture and Environment; School of 

Social Sciences 

City Campus (Also known as Bower Ashton Campus): School of Arts  

Glenside Campus : School of Health and Social Wellbeing 

 

Web Links: 

Incoming Exchange Students 

Main UWE website  

College and Schools (Faculties and Departments) 

Campus Facilities 

Discover Bristol 

 

 

Term Dates & Exchange Durations 

Term Dates  

Full academic year: September to June 

Semester 1: Autumn Semester: September to January 

Semester 2: Spring Semester: January to June  

  

Please note that School of Arts programmes are only able to send and receive exchange students 
during Semester 2 
 

mailto:Studyabroad@uwe.ac.uk
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/comingtouwe/campusesmapsandtravel/frenchaycampus.aspx
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/comingtouwe/campusesmapsandtravel/bowerashtoncampus.aspx
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/comingtouwe/campusesmapsandtravel/glensidecampus.aspx
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/international-study-exchange/support-for-exchange-students
http://www.uwe.ac.uk/
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/about/colleges-and-schools
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/campus-and-facilities/course-facilities-by-subject
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/discover-bristol
https://www1.uwe.ac.uk/about/termdates.aspx
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/about/colleges-and-schools/arts-technology-and-environment/arts
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January Assessments and Semester 1 exchange 

students 

Semester 1 students who wish to return to their home institution with UWE credit must ensure they 

are present for the January assessment period if required.   

Many courses now offer electronic submissions, so it may not be necessary to sit an exam in Bristol – 

students are advised to check with their course leaders on arrival. 

Exceptions are made for a small number of partners where the student’s home University term 

starts prior to the end of UWE’s examination period. 

UWE does not offer the option for incoming students to sit exams required for their home university 

on campus at UWE. Incoming students will need to arrange an alternative form of assessment with 

their home university.  

 

Nomination Deadlines 

31st March for Semester 1 and full-year study commencing in September 

30th September for Semester 2 commencing in January 

Exchange Application Deadlines 

1 May for Semester 1 and full year study commencing in September. 

31 October for Semester 2 commencing in January. 

Exchange Application Process 

1. Nomination by home University to  studyabroad@uwe.ac.uk  

2. Link to online Admissions application form sent direct to student email address 

Students intending to study in the School of Arts should send an electronic portfolio prior to arrival 

to ensure they are placed in the correct subject area. 

Following application, official University communication with incoming students will be via the 

student Welcome Website. Students will be sent a login ID and a password via email once their 

application has been processed. All information about joining the University, Visa instructions, 

Airport transfers, Registration and the International Student Orientation will be provided here. 

mailto:studyabroad@uwe.ac.uk
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/about/colleges-and-schools/arts-technology-and-environment/arts
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Visa Information 

Terminology: If you require a Visa to enter the UK you are a ‘Visa national’.  

As an exchange student you will be coming to the UK to study a Higher Education course. 

 

Visa nationals studying for longer than 6 months, or visa nationals who intend to combine study 

with work will require a Student Visa.  

 

Visa nationals studying for less than 6 months may require a Standard Visitor Visa.  

 

We recommend that everyone checks their Visa requirements here: https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-

visa  

 

The Study Abroad & UWE Admissions teams will provide the appropriate documentation to support 

students in their visa application. If a student requires a visa to study in the UK it is the responsibility 

of the student to ensure compliance with the requirements of the visa that is issued. 

It is essential that you get the correct Visa, if one is required, for your study in the UK.  

Students who are nominated for Semester 1 cannot extend their exchange to full year after they have 

arrived in the UK. This is due to Visa regulations. Any extension requests must be made by the student 

prior to arrival and in sufficient time to be issued with a Student Visa for the start of the year. 

Taught Language 

Students are expected to arrive with a sufficient level of English in order to be able to follow classes 

and submit all assessments in English. We recommend a minimum of B2 CEFR. 

For exchange students, proof of English language is not normally required for entry to the 

programme – but may be required by the UK Government, if necessary, for Visa purposes. 

UWE’s English Language and Academic Skills Unit provide Study Support workshops, seminars and 

drop-in sessions to support students with their studies.  

Airport Transfers 

UWE offers a no-cost Airport Transfer Service for new students. This operates from London 

Heathrow International Airport at the start of each semester prior to the International Student 

Orientation programme.  Up to date details will be published on our web pages here:  

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/preparing-and-arrival/airport-welcome-international 

https://www.gov.uk/student-visa
https://www.gov.uk/standard-visitor-visa
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
https://www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa
https://europass.europa.eu/en/common-european-framework-reference-language-skills
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/study-support/english-language
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/preparing-and-arrival/airport-welcome-international
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University Managed Accommodation 

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/accommodation  

 

Students will be invited to apply for accommodation after completion of the exchange application. 

Please note that students cannot apply for accommodation prior to submitting an exchange 

application. 

We recommend students make it a priority to apply for accommodation as soon as possible. 

Accommodation contracts run alongside UWE’s term dates. This means that accommodation 

contract dates are not flexible; instead they follow the structure of our 3-term academic year, with 

most contracts running until the end of December for students attending UWE for Semester 1 only,  

and June or Mid-July for students attending UWE for full year or Semester 2.  

 

UWE accommodation includes the cost of gas and electricity; Contents insurance for personal 

possessions (excludes bicycles); Internet Connection (with the exception of University houses) and 

costs between £5,380.65 and £12,003.18 (not including gym membership) for a 42-45 week 

contract. 

Accommodation Services can be contacted as follows: +44 (0) 117 32 83601  

accommodation@uwe.ac.uk 

Further information for paying for accommodation can be found here: 

Paying for accommodation - Accommodation | UWE Bristol 

 

Private Accommodation 

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/accommodation/private-accommodation  

If students wish to find private accommodation, they can do so with advice via the above link. If 

students wish to stay in Bristol while doing this there are many hostels available. Online research 

and booking is recommended. 

Council Tax 

Exchange students in private accommodation need to provide evidence of their student status to 

Bristol City Council to prove their exemption from paying Council Tax.  

Each student staying in private accommodation should complete the online form found on the 

Bristol City Council website to see if they are eligible for exemption.  

Students staying in UWE accommodation will not be liable for Council Tax. 

Further information on council tax can be found on the UWE website. 

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/accommodation
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/aboutus/termdates.aspx
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/students/accommodation/uweaccommodationoptions.aspx
http://www.cover4students.com/blockhalls/summary/uwe
mailto:accommodation@uwe.ac.uk
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/accommodation/accommodation-costs
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/accommodation/private-accommodation
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/council-tax/student-exemptions-and-discounts
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/academic-information/certificates/other-types-of-certificates
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Student Support 

  

The Study Abroad team work closely with students’ home institutions and academic departments to 

ensure the smooth running of study exchanges and are happy to answer queries from incoming 

exchange students.   

The team should be the first contact point for all queries: studyabroad@uwe.ac.uk  

  

UWE’s Global Student Support team coordinate the International Student  Orientation. All exchange 

students are recommended to participate in orientation events and activities – designed to help 

students meet people, have fun and to get to know UWE, Bristol and each other! We recommend 

students to keep up to date with all that the Global Centre has to offer via Instagram .  

  

The Orientation programme will be available online as soon as it is finalised. 

  

Our Student Support Advisers can provide students with information on a wide range of University 

matters, including module choices, academic regulations and extenuating circumstances. Students 

can also discuss academic issues with their departmental exchange coordinators or with their 

module leaders. 

Student advisors can give guidance   on managing   money as well as Visas,  Immigration and the 

UK’s PBS (Points based system). 

 

Our Wellbeing Service provides support for students experiencing personal issues. 

 

Our Faith and Spirituality service provides facilities and information   for prayer, worship, meditation 

and reflection, opportunities to meet others   and advice on spiritual and ethical concerns. 

 

UWE’s Students’ Union (UWESU) has over 30,000 members and works to promote, defend and 

extend the rights of students, to initiate change and to enhance the student experience.  UWESU’s 

advice centre can   help with money matters, employment, housing and other matters. 

 

UWESU clubs and societies offer opportunities to join networks, sporting clubs, societies and more. 

 

https://www1.uwe.ac.uk/study/studyabroad/contactstudyabroad.aspx
mailto:studyabroad@uwe.ac.uk
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/comingtouwe/internationalstudents/internationalstudentsupport/globalstudentsupport.aspx
https://www.instagram.com/uwebristolglobal/
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/events/international-student-orientation
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/students/academicadvice/studentadvisers.aspx
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/students/feesandfunding/managingyourmoney
https://www1.uwe.ac.uk/study/internationalstudents/visasandimmigration.aspx
https://www1.uwe.ac.uk/study/internationalstudents/visasandimmigration.aspx
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/students/healthandwellbeing/wellbeingservice.aspx
http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/students/healthandwellbeing/faithandspirituality
http://www.uwesu.org/support/
http://www.uwesu.org/support/
http://www.uwesu.org/activities/
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Access to health care and Health insurance 

The University’s Health Centre based on the Frenchay campus treats students for minor injuries and 

illnesses.  

All non-UK students can register with a Doctor free of charge.  

The UK’s National Health Service (NHS) provides free hospital treatment, free access to doctors, 

fixed charges for medicines and fixed charges for dentistry and opticians. Most EU, UK and 

International students studying for longer than six months can register for a HC1 certificate which 

allows them to reclaim the costs of paid-for services. 

Visa nationals studying in the UK on a course less than six months long will need to arrange their 

own health insurance.  

To make an appointment to see a Doctor (known as a ‘GP’), students must first register with 

a practice (a Doctor’s surgery). Full information can be found here: 

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/health-and-wellbeing/access-health-services/university-health-

centre 

  

However, if a student has a more urgent need to see a medical professional, they can visit 

an ‘NHS walk-in centre’. These facilities do not require an appointment in advance. 

 

Full information can be found here: https://www.bristol.gov.uk/grt-bristol/health/doctors-

and-walk-in-centres 
 

Costs 

For exchange students from partner institutions studying for a full year, tuition is free for up to 120 

UWE credits (60 ECTS).  

For exchange students from partner institutions studying for a single semester, tuition is free for up 

to 60 UWE credits (30 ECTS).  

 

Students are responsible for all personal expenses, including accommodation costs. 

For a 9-month course, students should expect their living costs (including accommodation) to be 

approximately £7,500 – this will vary according to personal habits.  

UWE accommodation costs between approx. £5,380.65 and £12,003.18 for a 42-45 week contract 

and includes most bills, whereas Private accommodation costs upwards of £5,160 a year, excluding 

bills. 

http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/students/healthandwellbeing.aspx
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/health-and-wellbeing/access-health-services/university-health-centre
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/health-and-wellbeing/access-health-services/university-health-centre
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/grt-bristol/health/doctors-and-walk-in-centres
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/grt-bristol/health/doctors-and-walk-in-centres
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Study Options 

Please note that cross-department study is not permitted. You will only be able to study subject 

areas noted in the exchange agreement between institutions. This is due to multiple campuses and 

timetable clashes. 

Please be aware that exchange students are usually allocated to study modules (courses) during 

level 2 (year2) of the Bachelor's programme, unless specifically agreed otherwise in advance of 

registering at UWE. 

Certificates of Credit (Transcripts) 

At the end of the academic year, students who have passed modules at UWE will receive an official 

Certificate of Credit (also known as a Transcript). We are only able to list modules that students have 

passed on the certificates. Any module a student has failed to pass will not be included. 

Certificates are only produced after the UWE Award Boards have been completed. This is normally 

about 6 weeks after the end of the exam period.  

We will send electronic copies only.  

Students who require a paper copy of the Certificate of Credit will need to request this here: 

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/academic-information/certificates/duplicate-credit-certificates  

There will be a small charge for this service. 

Registration & Timetables 

Students must have completed the UWE registration process and Learning Agreement (module 

choices) and have waited up to 3 working days following completion of the online registration 

process to see your timetable.   

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/preparing-and-arrival/registration  

Timetables will be available via MyUWE from early September.  

Starting Block 

Starting Block is a suite of activities to help you get settled into UWE.   

As an exchange student, rather than having a fixed schedule linked to a specific programme of study, 

you have the option to create your own schedule based on your key needs and interests.  

For this reason, you will not see Starting Block Activity in your timetable – many of the activities can 

be accessed at the time that best suits you – however please check any events or activities in the link 

above to ensure you don’t miss out.  In some cases, you won’t be able to access the platforms used 

to deliver the activities until your registration has been finalised, but many of the videos are 

available via open access platforms like YouTube. 

 

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/academic-information/certificates/duplicate-credit-certificates
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/life/preparing-and-arrival/registration
https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/starting-block

